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The Fellowship and Outreach

Committee will be sponsoring the Monthly
Pot-Luck dinners again beginning Thursday,
January 15th at 6:00 pm. Mark your calen-
dar for the third Thursday of every Month.

PHOTOGRAPHY WITH A PHONE - This is an introduction in using
your cell-phone to crate pictures. We will spend time in sharing

ways to create pictures, the many wonderful
Apps available for use in both making pictures
and developing them after the picture is cap-
tured. We’'ll also talk about Post processing,
futher creating your original picture. Ques-
tions are welcome and of course...bring your
phone. We will meet Saturday, January 17" from 9:30 -11 am.
Richard Smith will be our Convener for the morning. There is no
fee for this Workshop. If you plan to attend please contact Rich-
ard by email at richgin60@twcny.rr.com or call the church office.

SPIRITUALITY IN THE SECOND HALF OF LIFE
a discussion group for people 50 years and over
led by Dr. Ginny Smith

On Saturday, January 10, 2015, from 10:00 - 11:30 AM, in
the Fireplace Room, this dynamic group will meet again to discuss
the topics of forgiveness and relationships using Joan Chittister's
book, The Gift of Years: Growing Older Gracefully. Please join us
as we have conversation around the ways that our relationships
show us the face of God on Earth and how forgiveness puts our
lives back together again. At the end of the chapter on forgive-
ness, Joan reassures us, "A blessing of these years is the ability to
see that life does not have to be perfect to be perfect; it only
needs to be forgiving ----- and forgiven.

Please join us.
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THE GIFTS THAT NEVER STOP GIVING

In the second chapter of the Gospel of Matthew we read a story about gifts - very special gifts
brought by Magi who had come from the East to honor the One about whom the prophet wrote: "You, Beth-
lehem, land of Judah, by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah, because from you will come one
who governs, who will shepherd my people Israel.”

They first traveled to Jerusalem, the seat of governance, as they had heard about a new king of the
Jews who had recently been born. King Herod, the ruler at the time, was none too happy to hear this news
and neither were the Jewish priests and scribes. So, after asking the religious leaders what the prophets said
as to where the Christ was to be born, Herod told the Magi to go to Bethlehem, as that was where they
would find him. He told them when they found the Messiah, they were to come back and tell him where the
child was so he could honor the new born king as well.

The Magi continued to follow the star they had seen in the east and they found the child with Mary
his mother. They were so filled with joy they fell on their knees and honored him by giving their gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh, the best they could give. But little did they know that the best gifts they gave the
child were not the ones they presented, but the gifts of openness and receptivity to God's warning in a
dream not to return to Herod and Jesus' life was spared.

Their gifts of being open and receptive to God's Spirit working in Jesus Christ continue to be God's
gifts to the world. And they are gifts that continue to be given as you and | open ourselves to God's Spirit
working in and through us as members of Christ's body, the church, through our use of the spiritual gifts God
has given to each and every one of us.

The Apostle Paul tells us in | Corinthians 12: "I don't want you to be ignorant about spiritual gifts. . . .
There are different spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; and there are different ministries and the same Lord,;
and there are different activities but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. A demonstration of
the Spirit is given to each person for the common good."

After giving more specifics about some spiritual gifts, Paul says this: "All these things are produced by
the one and same Spirit who gives what he wants to each person.” Now that is good news, isn'tit! The
SPIRIT GIVES us gifts and we are to use them for the COMMON GOOD. And the spiritual gifts we have been
given keep on giving when we pay attention to God, discover what our gifts are, and use them for the good
of Christ's church and all lives we touch.

| would like to invite you in the weeks and months ahead to pray for insights about your spiritual gifts.
Talk with God; listen to God. Keep your eyes, ears, and heart open to God’s direction and guidance. Don’t
try to force God into your mold, your own preconceived notions. Be open to what God has in store for you.
Ask others to pray for you regarding the discovery of your gifts. Observe how others react when you are in-
volved in activities that use what might be your spiritual gifts. Talk to others who know you well about what
they think your spiritual gifts may be. What are their thoughts and feelings about your possible spiritual
gifts? How are other people affected when you use your gifts?

In addition, ask yourself, what do | do very well and enjoy? What seems to “come naturally” for me.
Pay attention to your deep concerns, the ones you would like to do something about, and ask what needs in
the church and the world would I like to fill? How does my having a spiritual gift affect my relationship with
God? Remember - you can't control what gift you will be given; rather you receive it with gratitude and use it
with joy.

As we worship and serve God in the New Year, may we continue to be the gifts that keep on giving as
the Magi were so long ago.

MAY GOD'S BLESSINGS CONTINUE TO BE WITH YOU IN THE NEW YEAR!

Ginny and Richard Smith
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Communion To N
Shut-Ins ;

The Deacons co-  2Fg
ordinate the offering %/y 4
of the Sacrament of

) (_ﬂ//{/]{d/ﬂﬂ/[
Holy Communion to
the homebound on Sundays that
we celebrate the Sacrament in
worship.

The next opportunity for them
to deliver Communion will be on
January 4. If you are homebound
and would like to receive Commun-
ion, please call the Church Office,
673-2201, or Jane Horyl, Modera-
tor of the Deacons, at 673-1598.

CONNECTIONS

Connections is published the first
of each month by the Marcellus
First Presbyterian Church.
Deadline for materials is the 20th
of the month preceding the month
of publication. Submit materials
and address changes to Church
Office.
Marcellus First Presbyterian
Church
PO Box 147, 1 East Main St.
Marcellus, NY 13108
Phone: 315-673-2201
e-mail: office@marcelluspc.com
website:
www.marcelluspresbyterian.com

Worship:
Church School:

10.00 AM
10:30 AM

Views expressed are those of the
authors and not official positions
of the Session, unless noted.

Food Pantry Hours
Tuesdays
11am-12noon & 7 -8 pm

IN OUR PRAYERSX

...Lynn Rice

...The Pastor Nominating
Committee

...Jan Linderman

...Gail Barney

...Bud Flitcroft

...Betty Kenyon

...Donna Oberlender

PPp{ | ffe | 2Kt Qa
their loss.

...Pat Kinne

...Roger Hakes

...Mike Caster

...0ur Armed forces worldwide
...0ur friends & loved ones in need
...Peace

The Deacons

A huge thank you to those who
helped with the Christmas Tree
Chrismon project. Special thanks to
Sharon Hunter who helped coordi-
nate and

did much

of the sew-

ing. Helen

Stevens,

Donna

Costa

smith, CHEISMONS
Joyce Nor-

ris and Diane Snyder helped with
the planning, cutting and embellish-
ments. It was a fun project and we
are extremely happy to see how
beautiful the new Chrismons look

on the tree. Hopefully, we can en-
joy them for many years to come!

May Arnett

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Keith Turner 1/2
Patrick Tobin 1/2
Joanna Ray 1/6
Allison Ray 1/7
Viola Darling 1/9
Victoria Clark 1/10
Shane Barner 1/11
Mary Jane Fellows  1/12
Dale Vollmer lv/15 )
Foh Vadgn € | Y H15 F N &
Kathleen Robinson  1/20
Jack Scherer 1/21
Bud Flitcroft 1/22
Marissa Smith 1/22
Bill Van Derhoof 1/22
Tom Baker 1/23
Mary Murphy 1/24
Rob Seeley 1/25
John Cramer 1/25
Jan Caster 1/27
Sandy Caldwell 1/27
Becky Hakes 1/27
Carol Stalker 1/28
Colin Arnett 1/28

To My Church Family

My family has been
very touched by all the
support given to us at the
time of Dick’s illness and
death. Thank you for all
the cards, calls, food and
expressions of sympathy.
It’s comforting to know
that we are part of such a
wonderful, caring
community.

Peace and Blessings
Jackie Davies
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Christian Education

Love Month

After much consideration of the myriad of options we
have when it comes to missions we could support during Love
Month (otherwise known as February!), the Christian Education
Committee felt particularly moved by one request that came from :."‘.k.:; )':':1' ;
a special member of our congregation. Several weeks ago, Gladys ,2{ e 1*«':“':;
Nelson suggested that we consider establishing a Little Free Li- £
brary just outside of our church entrance along North Street. F

73 S
s PN

For those of you who are unfamiliar with this idea, a Little
Free Library is “a ‘take a book, return a book’ gathering place
where neighbors share their favorite literature and stories. In its most basic form, a Little Free Library is a box
full of books where anyone may stop by and pick up a book (or two) and bring back another book to
share.” Our vision is to establish this place where we can include books that emphasize messages of faith,
community and friendship. Books can be geared to all ages and are free and available to all members of the
community. This fall we heard from our Finance committee about how generous our church is in our mission
efforts—particularly in missions that are based outside of our community and church building. As a commit-
tee, we felt that this year’s Love Month Mission ought to be kept close to home. This project will provide a
way for our church to reach out to and connect with the community in a new and special way.

During Love Month, we will be taking offerings to be put toward this Little Free Library. Our fund rais-
ing goal is set at $300, which will pay for the entire Little Free Library Kit. Our youth will be building and
decorating the library book box, which will then be filled and set up outside of the double glass doors facing
North Street. We will also be collecting books that will be made available in this Little Free Library. These
books may be faith-based or not—so if you have a title that you think would be a nice addition to this pro-
ject, book donations will be welcomed.

A final note about this Love Month Mission project. Our Little Free Library will be dedicated to Gladys
Nelson, who has devoted many, many years to working with the youngest children in our church family.
Thank you for your service, Gladys, and for this wonderful, unique idea!!

Christian Education Classes and Youth Groups Resume

We are ready to bring in the new year with a return to our normal Sunday school and youth group
schedule. Sunday school classes will begin again this coming Sunday, January 11th, immediately following
the Children’s Sermon. The ARK and Senior High Youth Groups will meet in their usual rooms downstairs af-
ter the sermon is finished and will have regular lessons. As always, we would like to ask parents to make
every effort to encourage your child’s attendance in their class/youth group each week. Every member is an
important part of the program and folks are missed when they do not attend. Of course it is the season of
sickness, so we anticipate kids will have to miss occasionally if they’re under the weather. We look forward
to getting back to regular meetings with our various age groups. Updated calendars will be handed out to
students in their meetings this week.
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Christian Education

Holiday Break Fun

We were able to get many of our MFPC youth together over the holiday break and had some
great fun together. We went to the Hilltop Restaurant in Skaneateles for lunch and then spent some
time bowling at the Cedar House Lanes that are attached to the restaurant. It was a nice way to unwind
together and get to spend some time laughing and doing something different. Page 7 has some pictures
from that afternoon.

Heads Up

If Mother Nature cooperates soon and gives us some decent snow-
fall, we will be planning another sledding outing over at the East Hill sled-
ding hill in Camillus during the next month. It may be a last minute gather-
ing, depending on the weather, so make sure that Allison Ray and Brian
Gates have your (or your child’s) cell phone number because we may send-
off a text blast to see if people could meet up with some relatively short
notice. It was a blast last year, so we look forward to doing that again.

Spring Event at Orenda Springs

Each spring we try to do a retreat or activity that brings all of the kids together and gets them out
of their comfort zone, and incorporates some community service. This spring, we will be planning a trip
to Orenda Springs. Most of the event will center around activities that will challenge our youth to come
together as a group, and to stretch themselves individually. This will include field games, low and high
ropes course challenges. In addition, there will be a portion of the day that will be spent doing some
community service to benefit that non-profit organization. There are always projects underway and
Orenda Springs welcomes community involvement in helping them offer the best experiences and facili-
ties possible. This will be a great way for the kids to be involved in helping a local organization and get
them some fun, excitement, and personal growth at the same time. It typically costs $S30 per person to
bring a large group to Orenda Springs. The CE youth fund will be used to offset that cost, but each par-
ticipant will be asked to contribute a portion of that fee (TBD later this spring.) | expect that we will try
to do this in May when the weather has warmed up and dried out a bit. More information will be forth-
coming as it approaches.

Thank you

A personal note of thanks from the Rays to the young people and their parents for the very nice gift cer-
tificate to Cam’s Pizza that we received before Christmas. That was a lovely surprise and we appreciate
it very much! Working with and knowing you all is a blessing to us both
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Christian Education
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Presbyterian Women
MARCELLUS FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

P.. Box 147

P.W. will meet on January
Marcellus, NY 13108

14th at 11:30 am in the Fireside
Room. Bring your own lunch Bev- Address Service Requested
erage will be provided.

We will also be collecting
items listed below for the
Samaritan Center:

Baby powder, sandwich bags
Combs, Soap, Shampoo and/or
conditioner, Hand lotion, tissues,
deodorant, chap stick, toothbrush
and toothpaste, dental floss,
razors, shaving cream, and antibac-

terial wipes.
Please use P.O. Box 147 when corresponding with the Church

ANNUAL REPORT
Committee Heads — It’s that time of year again! Please have your reports to the office no later than

January 12" E-mail to scramer@marcelluspc.com or drop off. The Annual meeting will be held on

January 25" following worship. Please call with any questions 673-2201.

RECEPTION AND CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The session of Marcellus First Presbyterian Church has called a meeting of the congregation for Sun-
day, January 11, 2015, immediately following worship, 1) for the purpose of hearing a report from
the Pastor Nominating Committee concerning the search for a pastor and 2) to vote on the election
of the Reverend Pamela Gnagy as pastor. This is the only order of business permitted to come before
the body at that time. Reverend Gnagy will be preaching and leading worship that morning. A recep-
tion will be held on Saturday, January 10, 2015, at 2:00 PM so that all are afforded the opportunity
to meet Reverend Gnagy.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP IN JANUARY 2015 ({\

January 4 The Rev. Dr. Ginny Smith preaching
January 11 The Rev. Pamela Gnagy preaching
January 18 The Rev. Dr. Richard Smith preaching
January 25 The Rev. Dr. Ginny Smith preaching :—; ~S

o arrrenn !
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